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MULTIPURPOSE THEATRE IN BOTTICINO

This multi-purpose theatre was designed to offer the community a space for hosting many different types of performances

and events. Square in plan and with a compact prismatic exterior volume, the building is similar in typology to the city tower, a
symbol of the community and a reference to the public life of its citizens.Within, a cavernous full-height volume comprises the
central space. It is surrounded by galleries on three sides and on three levels, and by the stage on the fourth side. The building’s
functions are arranged on three floors. The main 300-seat auditorium has a level floor and is equipped with retractable riser to
form the stalls for the performances which require this type of seating. With the risers stored away, the floor space of the audi-
torium space can also be used for various other types of events and exhibitions, with the seating stored away. There are also a
small performances areas at the basement level and on the roof. The multi-purpose character of the building is based on the
range of available performances spaces and on the flexibility of the main auditorium, easily adaptable and readily tfransformed
by means of the retractable seating thus allowing a variety of configurations. On the side towards the park, the wall behind the
stage can be opened, fransforming the auditorium into a stage for outdoor performances. The exterior materials are Botticino
marble, wood and glass. Inside, concrete, brick-masonry and plastered surfaces are painted grey in correspondence to the
circulation spaces. The main auditorium is finished entirely in wood. The strips and slats are arranged and carved in a vertical and
horizontal design, resulting in an acoustic ,,configuration”, while at the same time defining the appearance and the architectural
character of the space.

Client: Comune di Botticino
Project: 1998

Completion date: 2004

Site area: 88.000 sgm

Total floor area: 2.200 sgm
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